Multiple inflammatory pseudotumors mimicking liver metastasis from colon cancer: report of a case.
A 54-year-old man underwent an operation for colon cancer histologically diagnosed as moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma with clinical staging of Dukes C. He was prescribed carmofur for adjuvant chemotherapy. A follow-up computed tomography scan done 6 months later revealed two new low-density areas in the liver. A diagnosis of metastatic adenocarcinoma from the previous colon cancer was presumed, based on the patient's history and radiological findings, and resection of the affected area of liver was performed. Histological examination of these tumors revealed that they were inflammatory pseudotumors (IPT). The patient had an excellent postoperative course and has shown no further signs of recurrence in the 3 years since his last operation. IPT of the liver is a rare disease, for which no methods of diagnosis and treatment have been established, since it is difficult to distinguish IPT from hepatocellular carcinoma or metastatic carcinoma. We describe this case with a review of the 101 cases of IPT documented in the Japanese literature, in the hope that it will contribute to the diagnosis and treatment of this unusual disease entity.